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Cunninghams Gap Cunninghams Gap 
Reconstruction ProjectReconstruction Project

McIlwain Civil Engineering was the appointed contractor 
by the Department of Transport and Main Roads to deliver 
the Cunninghams Gap Reconstruction Project. The project 
restored a two-kilometre section of the Cunningham 
Highway that had sustained extensive bushfire damage.

A vital freight and transport link connecting South East 
Queensland and the state’s west, the highway is critical 
to regional communities, businesses and supply chains. 
The works involved a staged approach that maintained 
access through the range throughout construction while 
minimising disruption to traffic. 

The recovery project was jointly funded by the Australian 
and Queensland Governments through the Disaster 
Recovery Funding Arrangements.
 

Project Details
Client: Department of Transport and Main Roads
Location: Cunningham Highway, Tregony, QLD
Sector: Natural disaster recovery, slope stabilisation and 
transport infrastructure
Duration: December 2022 to July 2026

Key Components
•	 Installed upslope rockfall and slope protection systems 

including 20,000m2 drape mesh
•	 Constructed seven retaining walls, four soil nail walls 

and 1.1km rockfall protection fencing

•	 Additional works at the Crest carpark and West Gap 
Creek picnic area carpark

•	 Installed soil nails in fractured rock and downslope 
retaining structures

•	 Completed complex staging within a narrow corridor.

The project was completed in July 2026, with significant 
reconstruction works in road safety and efficiency, including 
emergency stopping bays and a rockfall protection fence 
that features 118 six-metre-high poles faced with a 
proprietary mesh retaining system. 

Innovative methodologies were employed during the 
project with five tower cranes erected to advance retaining 
wall construction and facilitate the transfer of building 
material and concrete across the site where access was 
particularly constrained.

Situated on a critical national freight corridor, the project 
required construction methodologies that minimised 
disruption to road users. The use of tower cranes enabled 
retaining wall works to be undertaken with reduced reliance 
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Your site solutions for short or long term projects

Ablution Block 8.7RG Series5.8RG Series

VANSITE HIRE PTY LTD
SHARNI CORDWELL - (07) 55 639 724 - sharni@vansite.com.au

1749 Stapylton Jacobs Well Road, Jacobs Well, QLD 4208
24 Gaston Road, Bullsbrook Western Australia, 6084

www.vansite.com.au

Standard Features
12 volt solar system that runs
fridge/freezer lights, water & toilets
Enclosed 13.5 kVa generator
In-cab stop / start control panel
E-stops and lockout switches
150L diesel tank
500L potable water tank
500L waste tank
Reverse cycle air conditioning x 2
Kitchenette including - 12v fridge/freezer,
sink, microwave, kettle & watercooler
Rollout awning 
Overhead storage including bag racks
White board & cork board

Safety Features Technical Specification
Smoke alarms throughout
Fire extinguishers and fire blanket
Cargo in cab controller
ID Signage
Van user manual
Heavy duty front drop leg
Van stabilizing legs x 4
Wheel nut indicators
Wheel chocks x 4
Spare Wheels
Security windows with roll-down blinds
Wheel brace, jack, drop down leg &
spare wheel winders
Fold out steps and pop out safety rails
12v external spot lights

ATM: 4500kgs, maximum  weight
with all tanks full
Towball weight: 360kgs
Connection type: 70mm pintel hook
Towball connection height: 580mm
Width: 2490mm
Total travel height: 3650mm
Interior height: 2300mm
Van wind rating: Region B
terrain category 3
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on heavy machinery within the roadway, supporting safer 
operations and maintaining traffic movements.

The ability to lift and position materials behind safety 
barriers increased productivity by enabling concurrent 
work activities and more efficient construction sequencing. 

It also reduced the need for plant movements adjacent to 
live traffic, shortening construction timeframes, minimising 
traffic disruptions, and improving safety for both workers 
and road users.

Further to this, multiple electronic boom gates, managed 
from a central traffic control centre, were used to manage 
site vehicle access in and out of work areas with minimal 
disruptions to traffic.

Environmental management remained a priority throughout 
reconstruction, with careful planning and controls in place 
to minimise impacts on the surrounding environment. 

Sustainability outcomes included the recycling of close 
to 1,600 tonnes of asphalt and around 9,000 tonnes of 
concrete.

Benefits
•	 Restoration of damaged infrastructure
•	 Contribution to local economy
•	 Contribution to regional jobs and growth

Motorists, freight operators, and local communities will 
benefit from a smoother traffic flow along this critical freight 
corridor, with the steepest section at the crest reduced to 
create a more gradual ascent for heavy vehicles.

Key Features
•	 Installed rockfall protection drape mesh
•	 Installed over one kilometre of roadside rockfall 

protection fencing
•	 Reduced the steep road grade at the top of the crest 

to provide a smoother ascent at the final bend of the 
highway with fewer breakdowns

•	 Constructed two emergency stopping bays near the 
Crest carpark

•	 Constructed seven retaining walls on the downslope 
section of the road

•	 Constructed four soil nail walls on either side of the 
road at the crest

•	 Installed Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) and 

We specialise in civil, commercial 
and residential earthworks. 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 Site Preparation 
 Bulk Earthworks
 Road construction and maintenance
 Wet Plant Hire
 Experienced Final Trim operators

SKIDSTEER LOADERS
EXCAVATORS WITH GPS/UTS
POSI TRACKED LOADERS WITH 
GPS/UTS GRADER BLADE
TIPPER TRUCKS
WATER TRUCKS
GRADERS
WIDE RANGE OF ATTACHMENTS  

 0427 227 865
mustardseedservices17@gmail.com

WATER AND 
EARTHWORKS

We are a reliable, local 
business servicing the 
Scenic Rim, providing: 
 Water Cartage ‑ 

construction and 
domestic supply  

 Earthworks ‑     
3‑25 Tonne excavators and 
a 12 Tonne/10m Tipper.   
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monitoring systems for real-time traffic and slope 
condition monitoring

•	 Installed wide centre line treatments to increase 
separation of opposing traffic

•	 Installed guardrails
•	 Completed works at the West Gap Creek picnic area
•	 Completed pavement works
•	 Completed slope scaling and stabilisation activities
•	 Completed drainage works
•	 Completed soil nailing and micropiling
•	 Replaced existing chain wire fencing
•	 Completed landscaping

Location of Cunninghams Gap
Cunninghams Gap is situated in Main Range National Park, 
between the peaks of Mount Cordeaux and Mount Mitchell 
in the iconic Gondwana Rainforests World Heritage Area. 
It is located near Tregony in the Southern Downs region 
immediately beside the boundary to Tarome in the Scenic 
Rim Regional Council area. 

The area is a popular location for tourists and locals, with 
many scenic walking trails located within the National Park.

Purpose of the Project
The purpose of the project was to repair and restore a critical 
section of the Cunningham Highway at Cunninghams 
Gap, which suffered significant bushfire damage. The 
completed reconstruction works supported all road users, 
kept freight moving, restored safety, and sustained regional 
communities that depended on this vital transport link.

The highway serves a significant role in providing access 
for people and freight to and from Brisbane and the Port 
of Brisbane from the west. Around 6,000 vehicles use this 
section of the highway each day and keeping them moving 
safely throughout construction was a priority.

The project was delivered in July 2026.

Support for Local Jobs and Businesses
The project provided opportunities for regional jobs and 
supported local businesses during construction.

Subcontractors and Suppliers 
•	 Abletech Underground Group
•	 Alex Fraser Group
•	 ATP Consulting Engineers

•	 Auspat Land Survey 
•	 BG&E Pty Limited
•	 Bothar Boring & Tunnelling (Australia) 
•	 Brezac Constructions 
•	 BW Landscape Construction
•	 CDA Eastland Trade Supplies
•	 Cirtex Industries 
•	 Connect Services
•	 Construction Testing & Quality Services
•	 Cowie Environmental Services
•	 Crane Hotline
•	 Cranes and Construction
•	 CSTC 
•	 Ellis Profiling 
•	 Fleet Crew
•	 FSG Geotechnics & Foundations
•	 Global Synthetics 
•	 Gunsyn Plant Hire
•	 Hutchison Quarries 
•	 Hy-Tec Industries
•	 Ingal EPS
•	 Kerb & Co 
•	 Luca plant hire
•	 Mustard Seed Services
•	 Precast Civil Industries (Civilmart)
•	 Precise Concrete Cutting & Drilling
•	 Profast 
•	 Protech Personnel 
•	 Quik-Scaff 
•	 Sight Master Australia
•	 SureFit Services 
•	 Tradeline Site Solutions
•	 Trailworx Australia
•	 United Fasteners
•	 WorkPac 

Established in 2000, Profast Pty Ltd  
is a trusted Australian supplier of 
industrial fastening solutions, with 
warehouses in Perth and Brisbane 
servicing customers nationwide. 
Its range includes specialty rivets, 
lockbolt systems, threaded inserts, 
Helicoil®, two‑piece fasteners and  
the proven Bolthold® Asphalt   
Anchor system. 
Designed speci�cally for asphalt 
surfaces, Bolthold® Asphalt Anchors 
provide strong, durable and easy‑to‑
install fastening solutions for bollards, 
road signs, fencing, barriers and other 
infrastructure applications. 
Backed by decades of expertise, 
Profast continues to deliver reliable 
products, technical support and 
responsive service across Australia.

Brisbane꞉ (07) 3265 2267  |  Perth꞉ (08) 9456 5537

www.profast.com.au


